
23 rd Januar y 2026

JUNIOR SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER
BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF CASABLANCA

Dear Parents and Guardians,

It was a pleasure for Mr Rush and I to welcome parents to the termly Junior School Coffee Morning on 

Wednesday. Collaboration with parents and families is a vital part of a positive school culture and we 

value it very highly. It was fantastic to hear the positive comments from a number of different parents 

about changes that have been made this year. We were also very grateful for all of the sensible 

suggestions that were put forward for areas that we can try to improve further.

We had the pleasure of watching some children in Year 2 in an English lesson this week. They were 

learning how to use dictionaries and it was wonderful to see them being rigorous in the way in which 

they found specific words and then wrote them out in sentences that they created. Very well done to 

Year 2.

A topic that we covered in today’s Junior School assembly was Healthy Snacks. I explained why 

healthy snacks are an important part of the day. We discussed specific examples of snacks that are 

healthy (for instance: fresh fruit, crudities, small wraps and dried fruit). We also highlighted snacks 

that are not good for children (e.g. crisps, sweets and chocolate). We again reminded children of the 

vital importance of not bringing any sort of nuts into school as it could have a very dangerous impact 

on other children who have nut allergies. Accordingly, we would be very grateful if you could provide 

your child with nut-free, healthy food to eat at snacktime.

With kind regards,

Mr Nick MacIver | Head of Junior School

EYFS:

N u r s e r y

This week we learned about jungle animals 

through a variety of playful, hands-on 

activities. We continued developing our 

listening and phonics skills by learning the 

letters H and I. We enjoyed the story Rumble 

in the Jungle, and practised counting, 

patterns, and positional language through 

songs and games. We explored caring for 

living things by observing animals, and 

expressed creativity through music and 

jungle-themed artwork.
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YEAR 1
The children have been exploring 

the wonderful world of plants and 

learning all about the differences 

between flowering and non-

flowering plants. They got hands-

on by planting their own seeds, 

followed by a series of sorting 

activities. To finish, they took 

part in an exciting scavenger 

hunt around the school grounds. 

Learning about plants has never 

been so much fun!

Reception

In Reception this week we have enjoyed using the stories ‘Quack and Count’ 

and ‘Noah’s Ark’ to explore the numbers up to 8 and the concept of ‘pairs’. Can 

you find any pairs together around the home, such as a pair of socks? We also 

loved learning more about people who help us in healthcare settings such as 

doctors and nurses. Thank you for all the junk you have sent in from home for us 

to model with. The children have applied their imaginations and created some 

fantastic fire engines, police cars and even a mini hospital!

YEAR 2 
 This week in maths, we have been exploring our new unit on multiplication. The children have been doing extremely 

well and have shown great enthusiasm and understanding when learning about this new concept. In English, we 

have started our new unit on information texts. It has been lovely to see that the children still remember the key 

features of a non-chronological report and are beginning to apply them confidently in their writing. Well done, Year 

2. We are all so proud of the achievements you have made this term.
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As scientists, the children in Year 3 completed an investigation about ‘friction and forces’.  Using 

different types of magnets, the children predicted which one would be the strongest. They tested 

their theories by seeing which magnet attracted the most paper clips in a chain. Then, they recorded 

the results and explained how they made it a fair test.

YEAR 3 

Year 4 have been hard at work this week becoming both human geographers and physical geographers. 

In groups our students have researched megacities from around the world. They can now tell you about 

the economies, housing, and transport of widespread cities, such as Tokyo, Sao Paulo, Lagos, and Mumbai. 

In Science they have flexed their knowledge by creating wonderful information leaflets on the formation of 

volcanoes.

YEAR 4
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         IMPORTANT DATES:

Thursday 12th February 2026 : Celebration and activities for Chinese New Year. Children 
encouraged to wear red and yellow clothes.

Friday 13th February 2026 : Last day of half-term. Children to be collected at 12pm.

Monday 23rd February 2026: School reopens after half term holiday. 

Monday 23rd February 2026 to Thursday 19th March 2026 : Ramadan - Children can be 
dropped off from 8.30am and lessons start at 9am. Children are to be picked up at 3pm. 
There are no ECAs.

Monday 2nd March 2026 : Parent / Teacher meetings.

Wednesday 18th March 2026: School Ramadan celebrations - Children to come to school 
in traditional Moroccan clothes.

Friday 20th March 2026 : Eid al-Fitr - School is closed.

Monday 23rd March 2026 to Friday 27th March 2026 : Children can be dropped off at school 
from 7.30 and lessons start at 8am. Children are to be picked up at 3pm. There are no ECAs.

Friday 27th March 2026 : Last day of term. Children to be collected at 12pm.

INTERHOUSE COMPETITION:

T h e  H o u s e  P o i n t s  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h i s  w e e k  w a s  w o n  b y  W a r w i c k  ( 2 8 6  p o i n t s ) ; 

2 n d  P l a c e :  O x f o r d  ( 2 5 1  p t s ) ;  3 r d  P l a c e :  C a m b r i d g e  ( 2 4 1  p t s ) ;  a n d  4 t h  P l a c e : 

B a t h  ( 2 2 6  p t s ) .  
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Nursery A | Soujoud for improved concentration and good behaviour in class.

Nursery B | Youssef M for his impressive performance in circle time.

Reception A | Jad for reading all phase 2 phonics graphemes fluently.

Reception B | Ahmed, for always giving 100% and demonstrating exemplary behaviour.

Reception C | Zehra for excellent performance in all areas of learning.

Year 1A | Omar for being more active in his learning, joining in, trying his best, and showing a ‘can-do’ attitude.

Year 1B | Sohan for his improved behaviour and completing and then proudly presenting his work in both 
English and Science! Well done!

Year 1C | Yaniss, for working hard and his contagious enthusiasm for science, getting hands-on with the planting 
experiment and discussing the outcomes accurately.

Year 2A | Ethan for a great start to Term 2, especially with regards to his increased literacy skills and 
confidence in speaking in front of the whole class. 

Year 2B | Allen, for effort and progress in maths.

Year 2C |  Elias for working so hard this week and making better choices in class.

Year 3A | Jenna for settling back and working independently in class. 

Year 3B | Abdelaziz for his amazing improvement in his spelling tests! Well done!

Year 3C | Jana for showing rigour by challenging herself to do the very best in English.

Year 4A | Maissa for her continuous efforts across the week!!

Year 4B | Jibril for bravery and rigour.

Year 4C | Phoebe for always being focused and completing excellent work.


