BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF CASABLANCA

JUNIOR SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

16™ January 2026

Dear Parents and Guardians,

We have had a busy and successful week in BISC Junior School - much like the Morocco Football Team
in the AFCON tournament! | have had the pleasure of observing Year 4 children in the learning about
Recount Texts and was pleased to see the excellent level of rigour in their efforts. Highly commendable

attributes from our oldest children.

This afternoon, Warwick were treated to cakes to celebrate their success in the House Point cup last
term. It’s tight at the top for this term so we shall see whether they can defend their crown or if Bath,

Oxford or Cambridge can take the top spot.

If you have any English books at home that have served their purpose for your family and which would

be suitable for the Junior School then we would very much welcome them. They can be fiction or non-

fiction texts. Please bring them to Ms Alaoui if you do have any.

We would like to give a gentle reminder that children should be in school just before 8am each
morning. If a child is 30 mins late each day then he [ she misses out on roughly 2 weeks of learning

each year and that will have an impact on their attainment and progress.

With kind regards,

Mr Nick Maclver | Head of Junior School
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EYFS:

Nursery

This week the children explored an insect theme through fun, hands-on activities,
including an insect hunt. They practised listening and phonics skills, learned the
sounds F and G, enjoyed stories, and took part in counting, shape, and positional
games. The children also learned about insects and caring for living things,
developed physical and social skills through play, and expressed their creativity

with singing and insect-themed art.

Reception

This week we have been learning about “People Who Help Us”, talking about different jobs such as firefighters
and nurses. We have been sharing our experiences of these people and learning which equipment is needed
for these roles. In Phonics this week we have been working in brand new groups which is exciting, recapping
sounds we have already learned and getting to know our new teachers. We have listened to the story of Handa’s

Surprise in Maths and collected fruit in a basket to represent different amounts and revised one more one less.

YEAR 1

This week in PSHE, Year 1 explored feelings using The Colour Monster’ and our very own feelings charts.
Students had thoughtful discussions about how to make others feel happy and cared for, and how to
manage tricky emotions. They came up with fantastic strategies such as taking a step back to breathe,
cuddling a plushie, talking to a friend or family member, and using kind words. We were so proud of how

reflective and supportive everyone was!

In Science, things got hands-on and exciting! We learned about how plants grow, explored their life cycle,

and then our little gardeners planted their very own seeds. The children can’t wait to see what sprouts they
will see in the coming weeks and they will monitor the progress closely and take notes on their progress
sheet over the next four weeks. We also planted three with different variables: no water, no light and both

light and water. We will track them and find out what plants really need to grow!
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YEAR 2

Year 2 have worked extremely hard this week as they completed their unit on
money. We are proud to say that all pupils are how confident in recognising

British coins and notes. The children have also come to the end of their

performance poetry unit. Well done to everyone for performing their poems so %ﬁ e
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confidently and with great expression.

YEAR 3

This week in Year 3, children explored the concept of friction and how it affects the movement of
objects. Through practical, hands-on activities, they investigated different surfaces and discussed
how friction can either slow things down or help objects move safely. The children also learned
about the various methods used to measure forces, developing their scientific vocabulary and

understanding through observation and discussion.
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YEAR 4

This week in Year 4, we have been taking a look at how Volcanoes are formed, why they erupt and the

different types of volcanoes.

We saw how friction of the tectonic plates creates earthquakes and creates gaps in the earth’s crust

allowing magma to come to the surface and form mountains and volcanoes.

We started researching information to create an information leaflet on volcanoes.
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INTERHOUSE COMPETITION:

The House Points competition this week was won by Warwick (199 points);
2nd Place: Oxford (164 pts); 3rd Place: Bath (157 pts); and 4th Place:
Cambridge (155 pts).

IMPORTANT DATES:

= Wednesday 21st January 2026 : Coffee Morning in the theatre.

m Thursday 12th February 2026 : Celebration and activities for Chinese New Year. Children
encouraged to wear red and yellow clothes.

m Friday 13th February 2026 : Last day of half-term. Children to be collected at 12pm.

= Monday 23rd February 2026: School reopens after half term holiday.

= Monday 23rd February 2026 to Thursday 19th March 2026 : Ramadan - Children can be
dropped off from 8.30am and lessons start at 9am. Children are to be picked up at 3pm.
There are no ECAs.

= Monday 2nd March 2026 : Parent [ Teacher meetings.

= Wednesday 18th March 2026: School Ramadan celebrations - Children to come to school
in traditional Moroccan clothes.

m Friday 20th March 2026 : Eid al-Fitr - School is closed.

= Monday 23rd March 2026 to Friday 27th March 2026 : Children can be dropped off at school
from 7.30 and lessons start at 8am. Children are to be picked up at 3pm. There are no ECAs.

m Friday 27th March 2026 : Last day of term. Children to be collected at 12pm.
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STAR

OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE

Nursery A | Rania for great progress in coloring & tracing.

Nursery B | Amina for her kindness in helping her friends.

Reception A | Taha for fantastic effort in phonics.

Reception B | Yara for her excellent phonics and maths knowledge.

Reception C | Ruijie for great maths skills.
Year 1A | Feras for writing independently with confidence and pride.

Year 1B | llian for his brilliant independence, commitment during our gardening session in Science and
overall impeccable behaviour.

Year 1C | Nouh, for working hard in English and trying his very best, overcoming his shyness. Well done!
Year 2A | lyad for having all his Golden Time this week for the first time. Great job. Well done.
Year 2B | Sacha, for his enthusiasm, focus and positive attitude.

Year 2C | Mohamed for working so hard in English and for writing so beautifully.

Year 3A|Orjwan for using great ICT skills and completing our class reading challenge with the most
books.

Year 3B | Noah for his fantastic enthusiasm and positive attitude in maths!

Year 3C | Yakout for showing great rigour by confidently using the force meter measuring the forces
and carefully identifying which surfaces would create more friction.

Year 4A | Abdelrahmane for his improved focus and being better prepared.

Year 4B | Alisa for settling in brilliantly in her new class.

Year 4C | Ranim for trying to complete her work.
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