
09 th Januar y 2026

JUNIOR SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER
BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF CASABLANCA

Dear Parents and Guardians,

On behalf of all of the staff in the Junior School, I am pleased to welcome you to the start of a new 

school year. We hope that you had a safe and restorative break, and we look forward to partnering 

with you as we begin another year of academic growth and achievement.

We have worked diligently to prepare classrooms, curriculum and programs designed to support 

high expectations for all students. We remain committed to providing a safe, respectful, and inclusive 

learning environment where every student is encouraged to reach their full potential.

This term’s value in focus is Rigour - the quality of being thorough and careful. As Andre Weil said, 

“Rigour is to the mathematician what morality is to mankind.” Today, we held our opening assembly 

on Rigour and had an interesting selection of views on how rigour can be used, for example, in editing 

English writing, checking maths answers and also in the way in which we talk and act around others. 

I would like to encourage you to talk with your child about what it means to you and what it should 

mean to them.

We always encourage families to remain actively engaged throughout the school year by reviewing 

school communications, attending scheduled events, and maintaining open communication with 

teachers and staff. Your involvement is an essential component of student success.

Thank you for your continued support of our school community. We look forward to a productive and 

successful term.

With kind regards,

Mr Nick MacIver | Head of Junior School

EYFS:

N u r s e r y

This week in Nursery, we have been gently getting back into our classroom routines 

and daily rhythms. The children did a fantastic job remembering expectations, 

helping to tidy up, and working together as they settled back into learning after 

the holidays. We also enjoyed a special time sharing our holiday memories with 

one another. The children loved talking about their experiences, listening to their 

friends, and building confidence as they spoke in the group. It was a lovely way to 

reconnect, strengthen friendships, and support communication and social skills.

We are very proud of how well the children have settled back into nursery life — a 

wonderful start to the term.
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YEAR 1

This week,  Year 1  chi ldren spoke and wrote about their  Winter 

hol idays,  asking questions to f ind out more and practising 

clear sentences.  During circle t ime,  they shared their  learning 

hopes for the year,  and their  pledges are now on display to 

help keep their  goals in focus.

In Maths,  they explored 3D shapes,  drawing and bui lding 

models .  For homework,  they have a 3D shapes project to 

be creative and apply their  learning at home. Don’t  forget 

MyMaths and TimesTable Rockstars (TTS) are avai lable to 

reinforce class learning.    

Reception

This week, the children have been gently settling back into the routine of school 

life. During circle time, they happily chatted about what they did during the 

school holidays, sharing their experiences with their friends. We have been 

revising Phase Two and Phase Three phonics, focusing on letter sounds and 

tricky words. The children have also been talking enthusiastically about the 

Moroccan football teams achievements in the African Cup. Let us hope that the 

children—and everyone—can celebrate another victory today!

YEAR 2 
It has been so lovely to see all the 

pupils return to school and settle back 

into their routines so positively. In Year 

2, we have begun our new topic on 

performance poetry in English, with 

our class text ‘Custard the Dragon’. The 

children have really enjoyed listening to 

and discussing the poem, sharing their 

thoughts and ideas with confidence. 

In maths, Year 2 have started learning 

about money, and it has been great 

fun exploring coins and their values 

through practical activities.
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It has been great to see the children back in school this week, working hard and showing determination in their 

learning. Please can you ensure that you return your child’s homework folder into school every week so that we 

can change books and add homework. 

YEAR 3 

We welcome back Year 4 with new topics such as SPaG and Recounts 

in English, Multiplication & Division in maths, the structure of the Earth 

in science, and Megacities in humanities. 

In humanities we are planning on building a megacity by starting with 

a singular house, followed by more houses, roads, bigger buildings 

and so on…

YEAR 4
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         IMPORTANT DATES:

Monday 12th January 2026 : ECAs start - Children to be collected at 4pm Monday to 

Thursday (and 3pm on Fridays).

Wednesday 14th January 2026 : National holiday - school is closed.

Friday 16th January 2026 : New parents welcome.

Wednesday 21st January 2026 : Coffee Morning in the theatre.

Friday 13th February 2026 : Last day of half-term. Children to be collected at 12pm.

Monday 23rd February 2026: School reopens after half term holiday. 

Monday 23rd February 2026 to Thursday 19th March 2026 : Ramadan - Children can be 

dropped off from 8.30am and lessons start at 9am. Children are to be picked up at 3pm. 

There are no ECAs.

Monday 2nd March 2026 : Parent / Teacher meetings.

Wednesday 18th March 2026: School Ramadan celebrations - Children to come to school 

in traditional Moroccan clothes.

Friday 20th March 2026 : Eid al-Fitr - School is closed.

Monday 23rd March 2026 to Friday 27th March 2026 : Children can be dropped off at school 

from 7.30 and lessons start at 8am. Children are to be picked up at 3pm. There are no ECAs.

Friday 27th March 2026 : Last day of term. Children to be collected at 12pm.

INTERHOUSE COMPETITION:

T h e  H o u s e  P o i n t s  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h i s  w e e k  w a s  w o n  b y  B a t h  ( 3 4 1  p o i n t s ) ;  2 n d 

P l a c e :  C a m b r i d g e  ( 2 4 2  p t s ) ;  3 r d  P l a c e :  O x f o r d  ( 1 8 9  p t s ) ;  a n d  4 t h  P l a c e : 

W a r w i c k  ( 1 5 3  p t s ) .  
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Nursery A | Alizée for good behaviour and participating well in circle time.

Nursery B | Khalil for showing great initiative in speaking English!

Reception A | Pierre for improved fine motor skills and pencil control.

Reception B | Ali for showing excellent phonics and numeracy skills. 

Reception C |  Omar for settling in so nicely.

Year 1A | Fatema-Zahrae, for shining with confidence and enthusiasm in her times tables!

Year 1B | Amberlynn for showing impeccable behaviour this week as well as challenging herself in both 
English and Maths! Her efforts are also paying off in Phonics!

Year 1C | Alia, for working hard in English and maths and for helping her classmates when she finishes her work 
promptly. She is very kind!

Year 2A | Summer for acting positively on feedback given and having a positive attitude to learning 
through making mistakes. 

Year 2B |  Ali for his work in English.

Year 2C | Andy for his fantastic new attitude towards learning and being super respectful to his friends.

Year 3A | Adam A for his great attitude to learning this first week back. 

Year 3B | Mohamed for his great work on the 8 times table this week!

Year 3C | Jinane for showing excellent effort and behaviour this week.

Year 4A |Malak for her positive attitude and effort  all week!! 

Year 4B | Asaad for great enthusiasm in class this week and much improved behaviour.

Year 4C |  Adam for answering questions when no one else volunteers.


